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Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services

Maryland Child Outcomes Summary (COS) Core Components Rationale

ENHANCE, a research project conducted at the Center for Education and Human Services at SRI International, consisted of four studies examining the quality of the data being collected through the Child Outcomes Summary (COS) process in an effort to improve the quality of child outcomes data. Key findings from the project determined that COS ratings are valid for program improvement and accountability when the process is implemented with fidelity as intended (March 2016).

The MSDE Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services conducted landscape interviews with five local infants and toddlers program staff (service coordinators, early intervention service providers, program coordinators, administrators) in the Winter of 2016, to gather qualitative and quantitative data about the current fidelity of implementation of the COS process.  Through analysis of this data, the MSDE Division of Special Education/Early Intervention Services identified Core Components of the Child Outcome Summary Process to be implemented to ensure statewide consistency and fidelity of practices related to child outcomes data. The Core Components include:

1. A functional child and family assessment is necessary, in addition to the evaluation for eligibility. All assessment information should inform the team how the child is functionally interacting with others, learning and participating in everyday activities, and gaining increased independence. 

2. The use of age-anchoring tools for every rating discussion is critical to look at the child’s functional social interactions, engagement, and independence compared to same-age peers. No current evaluation tool is organized by outcomes and most do not identify functional skills and behaviors.
3. Use of the COS Rating Prep Tool provides consistent documentation of age-expected (AE), immediate foundational (IF), and foundational (F) skills and behaviors that gives teams quantitative data to lead to accurate ratings.
4. When all skills and behaviors have been identified as AE, IF, F, use of the Decision Tree provides teams with a guide to take the quantifiable child assessment information to consistently and systematically determine the specific rating (1-7).
When teams implement effective, authentic assessment, summarize all assessment information in functional terms, use age-anchoring tools to identify the child’s skills and behaviors compared to peers and document it in the COS Rating Prep Tool, and finally, use the Decision Tree to guide rating determinations, COS ratings can be considered valid and reliable. For additional technical assistance with child outcomes and the COS Rating Process, please contact your MSDE B-K Liaison. 


