
Model of talking aloud how to apply Reciprocal Teaching using the passage 
immediately following the heading “Feathers from a Thousand Li Away” (which is 
389 words long) on page 17 of the paperback version of The Joy Luck Club (which is 
the passage each student read for the reading comprehension assessment) at 
http://www.amazon.com/Joy-Luck-Club-Amy-
Tan/dp/0143038095/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1294774608&sr=8-1#reader_0143038095: 

 

Question-generating 
 First Cycle/Paragraph: Ask, 

“Who is the old woman? All that can be determined by the first paragraph is that this 
person is a woman who bought in Shanghai a swan from a seller who told a story about the 
swan she purchased.” 
“What does „vendor‟ mean? A „vendor‟ is a person who sells goods.” 
“When did the old woman buy the swan? She bought it „many years ago‟ a long time 
ago.” 
“Where is Shanghai? Shanghai is in China.  
“How much is „a foolish sum?‟ „A foolish sum‟ would be more money than it is worth.” 
 
Summarizing  

 First Cycle/Paragraph: 
“As I summarize the paragraph, I am going to make sure that I follow the 5 summarizing 
rules: 

1) Delete trivia, 
2) Delete redundancy, 
3) Superordinate, and 
4) Select topic sentence or  
5) Invent topic sentence.  

An old Chinese woman bought a swan for too much money from a seller who said the swan 
was once a duck. In an attempt to become a goose, the swan stretched its neck and exceeded 
its own hopes and became a swan.” 
 
Clarifying  

 First Cycle/Paragraph:  
“Was the vendor telling the truth or a story? It was a story because the vendor told the story 
to emphasize the swan‟s beauty drawing attention from the fact that it was not a tasty bird 
like a duck to eat.” 
 
Predicting 

 First Cycle/Paragraph:  
“I predict the story will continue to focus on what happened to the Chinese woman and her 
swan.”  
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