
Model of talking aloud how to apply WORRY when organizing notes from lectures and 
reading of the third chapter of The Joy Luck Club: 
 

WORRY 
Study Skills Strategy 

 

W = Work with note cards from both reading and 

lecture notes. 
 
Looking at my notes from both readings of and lectures on the third chapter of The Joy Luck Club to 
see when the notes addressed the effects of cultural integration, conflicts inherent in the fusion of 
Chinese and American cultures, and mother-daughter relationships, I found that the main ideas 
discussed included two of three of those topics: 
 

Conflicts inherent in the fusion of Chinese and American cultures, and 
Mother-daughter relationships. 

 

O = Outline main ideas covered in both reading and 

lectures. 
 
EXAMPLE 1: 

1.  Conflicts inherent in the fusion of Chinese and American cultures: 

1.1 Difference honoring parents’ wishes 

1.1.1 Chinese: agree to enter arranged marriage 

1.1.2 American: not agree to enter arranged marriage (implied based 

on my personal  experience)  

1.2 Difference what it means to be true to and value oneself 

1.2.1        Chinese: minimize value of one’s own needs to those of others 

1.2.2        American: (LA) be true to one’s own thoughts 

 

2.  Mother-daughter relationships: 

2.1    Difference between mother & daughter in viewing honor/promises to others 

and what it means to keep your word 

2.1.1        Chinese: honor your word to others as Lindo does 

2.1.2        American: Lindo’s daughter does not keep her word 

 
EXAMPLE 2: 

 Conflicts inherent in the fusion of Chinese and American cultures: 

o Difference honoring parents’ wishes 

 Chinese: agree to enter arranged marriage 

 American: not agree to enter arranged marriage (implied based on my 

personal  experience)  

o Difference what it means to be true to and value oneself 

 Chinese: minimize value of one’s own needs to those of others 



 American: (LA) be true to one’s own thoughts 

 

 Mother-daughter relationships: 

o Difference between mother & daughter in viewing honor/promises to others 

and what it means to keep your word 

 Chinese: honor your word to others as Lindo does 

 American: Lindo’s daughter does not keep her word 

 

R = Read note cards from reading for facts. 
 
EXAMPLE 1: 

1.  Conflicts inherent in the fusion of Chinese and American cultures: 

1.1 Difference in honoring parents’ wishes  Lindo Jong judged her daughter 

did not have the same values Lindo practiced while in China with respect to 

keeping one’s word and honoring one’s family.  

1.1.1    Chinese: agree to enter arranged marriage  Lindo honored the 

marriage contract that her parents signed  

1.1.1.1      whereby Lindo 

1.1.1.1.1      became essentially a servant to her future 

mother-in-law Huang Taitai and  

1.1.1.1.2      was bullied by her husband Tyan-yu Taitai 

who never consummated their marriage.  

1.1.1.2      In spite of this, Lindo  

1.1.1.2.1      learned to love Tyan-yu like a brother and  

1.1.1.2.2      plotted a way to escape her loveless marriage                    

without breaking her promise to her parents.  

1.1.1.2.2.1  Lindo faked that she had a dream 

in which Tyan-yu’s grandfather 

told her                     

1.1.1.2.2.1.1  the marriage candle 

blew out,  

1.1.1.2.2.1.2  Tyan-yu would die if 

he stayed married to 

Lindo,  

1.1.1.2.2.1.3  a servant girl was of 

imperial blood and 

was carrying Tyan-

yu’s baby (which the 

servant girl 

confirmed).  

1.1.1.2.2.2  Lindo convinced her mother-in-

law that the marriage was rotten 

offering as proof  

1.1.1.2.2.2.1  a hole in Lindo’s 

mouth where a tooth 

had fallen out 

1.1.1.2.2.2.2  a mole on her 

husband’s back 

1.1.2     American: not agree to enter arranged marriage (implied based on 

my personal experience)  

         1.2   Difference in what it means to be true to and value oneself 



1.2.1    Chinese: minimize value of one’s own needs to those of others 

1.2.1.1      As Lindo did when she agreed to move into the home of 

her  future in-law (when her parents became nearly 

bankrupt as the result of a flood that destroyed their 

property) where her mother-in-law treated Lindo as a 

servant and her husband-to-be bullied her 

1.2.2     American: (LA) be true to one’s own thoughts 

1.2.2.1      Like American women, Lindo Jong recognized the 

importance of valuing oneself even while trying to 

maintain honor for one’s family.  

1.2.2.1.1        Consequently, Lindo was fine with her 

plotting to get out of a loveless, arranged 

marriage whereby everyone involved ended 

up happy:   

1.2.2.1.1.1  Huang Taitai gained a 

grandchild,  

1.2.2.1.1.2  Tyan-yu Taitai did not have to 

have intercourse with anyone to 

gain a child,  

1.2.2.1.1.3   the servant girl became a wealthy 

and respected wife instead of a 

poor, single parent, and  

1.2.2.1.1.4   Lindo received enough money to 

go to America.  

1.2.2.1.2       To remind herself of her worth, Lindo wore 

24-carat bracelets but removed them once a 

year on the Festival of Pure Brightness (a 

Chinese festival) to feel light and remind 

herself when she learned to follow her true 

thoughts. 

 

2.  Mother-daughter relationships: 

2.1 Difference between mother & daughter in viewing honor/promises to others 

and what it means to keep your word 

2.1.1        Chinese: honor your word to others as Lindo does (and did with 

arranged marriage) 

2.1.2        American: Lindo’s daughter does not keep her word 
 
EXAMPLE 2: 

 Conflicts inherent in the fusion of Chinese and American cultures: 

o Difference in honoring parents’ wishes  Lindo Jong judged her daughter 

did not have the same values Lindo practiced while in China with respect to 

keeping one’s word and honoring one’s family.  

 Chinese: agree to enter arranged marriage  Lindo honored the 

marriage contract that her parents signed  

 whereby Lindo 

 became essentially a servant to her future mother-in-law 

Huang Taitai and  

 was bullied by her husband Tyan-yu Taitai who never 

consummated their marriage.  

 In spite of this, Lindo  

 learned to love Tyan-yu like a brother and  



 plotted a way to escape her loveless marriage                    

without breaking her promise to her parents.  

 Lindo faked that she had a dream in which Tyan-yu’s 

grandfather told her                     

- the marriage candle blew out,  

- Tyan-yu would die if he stayed married to Lindo,  

- a servant girl was of imperial blood and was carrying 

Tyan-yu’s baby (which the servant girl confirmed).  

 Lindo convinced her mother-in-law that the marriage 

was rotten offering as proof  

- a hole in Lindo’s mouth where a tooth had fallen out 

- a mole on her husband’s back 

 American: not agree to enter arranged marriage (implied based on my 

personal experience)  

o Difference in what it means to be true to and value oneself 

 Chinese: minimize value of one’s own needs to those of others 

 As Lindo did when she agreed to move into the home of her  future 

in-law (when her parents became nearly bankrupt as the result of 

a flood that destroyed their property) where her mother-in-law 

treated Lindo as a servant and her husband-to-be bullied her 

 American: (LA) be true to one’s own thoughts 

 Like American women, Lindo Jong recognized the importance of 

valuing oneself even while trying to maintain honor for one’s 

family.  

 Consequently, Lindo was fine with her plotting to get out of a 

loveless, arranged marriage whereby everyone involved ended 

up happy:   

 Huang Taitai gained a grandchild,  

 Tyan-yu Taitai did not have to have intercourse with 

anyone to gain a child,  

 the servant girl became a wealthy and respected wife 

instead of a poor, single parent, and  

 Lindo received enough money to go to America.  

 To remind herself of her worth, Lindo wore 24-carat bracelets 

but removed them once a year on the Festival of Pure 

Brightness (a Chinese festival) to feel light and remind herself 

when she learned to follow her true thoughts. 

 

 Mother-daughter relationships: 

o Difference between mother & daughter in viewing honor/promises to others 

and what it means to keep your word 

 Chinese: honor your word to others as Lindo does (and did with 

arranged marriage) 

 American: Lindo’s daughter does not keep her word 

 

R = Read lecture notes for facts. 
 
One note card that I would make to memorize in addition to the note cards I already had from the 
reading is 

 

Front and back of note card:                                                          
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Y = Yes, you are ready after one more reading of 

your outline. 
I reviewed my outline one more time to confirm I understand the main ideas in the reading and 
lecture notes and note cards. Then I read alound the outline to help me remember the gist of the 
content being studied. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Conflicts inherent in the 

fusion of Chinese and 

American cultures: 
 

                                      
1 Difference in honoring parents’ 

wishes 

Chinese: agree to enter arranged 

marriage 

American: not agree to enter 

arranged marriage (implied 

based on my personal  

experience)  

 

2 Difference in what it means to be 

true to and value oneself 

Chinese: minimize value of one’s 

own needs to those of others 

American: (LA) be true to one’s 

own thoughts 


