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Maryland EXCELS and MSDE Accreditation

Overview

Maryland (MSDE) Accreditation is excited to launch its new Online Maryland Accreditation Portal, part
of the broader Maryland EXCELS system. This web tool will allow programs that participate in both
Maryland Accreditation and Maryland EXCELS to share data, files, and users, in order to make it easier to

receive reciprocal credit when appropriate.

Programs who are interested in starting or restarting the accreditation process are asked to transition
into the Online Maryland Accreditation Portal. There, you will register for an account that will allow you
to participate in your choice of Maryland Accreditation, Maryland EXCELS, or both.

If you have already created an account in the Online Accreditation Registration System (OARS), you may
be eligible to continue in this system depending upon the current status of the program’s accreditation
process. Below is a chart to assist you in determining “What System Do | Use?"

The Online Maryland Accreditation Process Guide is also available to assist programs with navigating the

online accreditation process.

What Maryland Accreditation System Do | Use?

Use New Maryland
Accreditation Portal
through EXCELS

Have you been in
OARS, but haven't
scheduled a PIV ?

Were you in OARS and
received a Decision 3?

Were you in OARS and
your Accreditation has
expired?

Were you in OARS,
received a Decision 1,
and are starting the
re-accreditation
processing?

Do you have a
scheduled PIV in OARS
right now?

Are you in OARS and
awaiting your
Validation visit or
Decision?

Were you in OARS and
received a decision 27
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https://excels.marylandexcels.org/account/login
http://oars.earlylearningcompass.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Online%20Maryland%20Accreditation%20Portal%20User%20Guide%281%29.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions

1.

I am a current Maryland EXCELS Participant. Am | required to participate in MSDE
Accreditation?

No. The Online Maryland Accreditation Portal allows for programs to participate in either
Maryland EXCELS or MSDE Accreditation independently, without obligation to be in both
initiatives, in order to still gain the full benefits of this online system.

Child Care Centers, Public Prekindergarten/Kindergarten Programs, and School-Age Programs
are eligible to pursue MSDE Accreditation but are not required to do so. In order to achieve a
Maryland EXCELS level 5 rating, a program must be accredited by an organization recognized by
MSDE.

| want to pursue MSDE Accreditation. Am | required to participate in Maryland EXCELS?
No. When you register your program at www.MarylandEXCELS.org, you will select “Participate in

MSDE Accreditation.” At any time, you may also select “Apply for Maryland EXCELS” if you wish
to participate in both initiatives.

Welcome to Maryland EXCELS

Select a Program:
+ Add Another Program to this Account

ABC 123 Child Care Center

Apply for Maryland EXCELS Pamicipate in MSDE Accrednanug#_

| am already registered for Maryland EXCELS and | need help registering for Maryland
Accreditation. What do | do?

Maryland EXCELS and Maryland Accreditation Participants have access to 24/7 Technology
Support by phone 443-872-9250 and by email.

| am a Family Child Care Provider and | do not see the option to apply for Maryland
Accreditation when | log into my Maryland EXCELS Account.

The National Association for Family Child Care (NAFCC) sponsors the only nationally recognized
accreditation system designed specifically for family child care providers. Visit NAFCC for more
information on accreditation for family child care.
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http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/credentials/Accred.html
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/credentials/Accred.html
http://www.marylandexcels.org/
https://excels.marylandexcels.org/support/
http://nafcc.org/
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While MSDE does not provide state accreditation for family child care, there is Accreditation

Support funding available for family child care providers to help pay the cost of the accreditation
application fee. The funding may be applied to the initial or renewal application fees.

What will happen if my program participates in both Maryland EXCELS and MSDE
Accreditation? What will happen to the documents | upload into Maryland EXCELS?

The tool allows a program participating in both initiatives to share documents and files that have
been uploaded as evidence in support of either MSDE Accreditation or Maryland EXCELS to be
easily used as evidence toward the other initiative when appropriate.

The documents that you upload into Maryland EXCELS or into the Online Maryland
Accreditation Portal will be accessible in both systems when selecting “Choose from previous
uploads.”

< Back to all Criteria

Comments and Evidence

Request Technical Assistance
Administrative Policies and Practices (ADM)

[ Technical Assistance Providers from local
Resource and Referral Agencies are available to
L rovide assistance to participants working to.
Criteria 2= - B - B
achieve this criterion.

P ADM 4.5 Program
Criteria teriachecklevel: &'«
videswhole grains, fresh fruits and/or vegetables at keast four tmes a week ile(s)
ADM 4.5 Program prov grais, ‘
mits fat, sugar and sak in food served by the program; ommentis)

provides whole grains, fresh fruits and/'or vegetables & lesst four times a meniors mesk provided from home; and . N

e supplements as necessary to ensure that children are receiving nutriious ‘rent Status:

Iimitsfat, sugar and sait in food served by the program; balanced meaks and snacks. N

monitors meals provided from home; and

supplements as necessary to ensJre that chidren arereceiving nutritious, .,

balenced mealsand snacks ST

« Nutrition policy
- o Weskiy ) .
Rationale N eekly menu served within the past month

Wihile the predispostion for obesty may begin before birth, theroctsof dbesiy. When selecting "Choaose from previous

are oft en established between the sgesof two and five years Because children N " § "

often eat at lezst half of their meals and snacks in achild care or shoolsetting, Nene  © Upload new f ; uploads,” documents uploaded into both the
careful pianning of nutrtious meaks and macks is esential to hedlthy gowenan: Lo Online Maryland ACCFEG\IE}.UOO System_and the
development meRane: Maryland EXCELS System will be available

for users to select.

——

handbook[2]2014.doc

22014 doc

C t 1 MSDE cormected menuscurentjan.docx
urrent cycle img028 jog

Electranic screen media policy. docx

Comment:
Post a Comment or File .
BIU £ % &

Submit for Review

Cancel

MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF OHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR
h EDUCATION '1] T TR TeCHNOLOGY IN

Epucation

L"’/Prepaling World-Class Students

School of Education

February 2015



http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/credentials/accsupp.html
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/credentials/accsupp.html

